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What, Mr. Chairman, would be the effect of this 
motion, if adopted, on the . ey now depend - 
ing between this country and 
be itseffects on the ſtate of this country, ſhould the 


rance ? What would 


negociation fail ?!=Such are the queſtions which 


* ariſe out of the refolution upon your table, and pre - 


— — 


" Tent themfelves for che eonſideration of this com- 
mittee. So ſtrongly am J impreſſed with their magni- 


* 


[ 


tude, that I ſhould regard myſelf as 2 traitor to that | 
country which gave me birth and in defence of 


Which I drew my ſword before 15 years had paſſed 
over my head, dead to every feeling of that patrio- 
tic aſfeQion for it which I drew in with my mother's 
milk, were I to paſs over, witk a ſilent vote, queſ- 
tions ſo deeply Intereſting to its honour and welfare. 


Theſe queſtions, indeed, have been fs ably diſcuf- 
ſed, that L am far from hopiug to urge any new 1ea- 
ſons, or to adduce any additional information; but 
if T can renew the impreſſions formerly made, which 


the length of the diſcuſſion may have, in ſome de- 


gree, obliterated, I ſhall confider the time which I 
may occupy as not wholly miſpent. 

What then, Mr. Chairman, let me be permitted 
again to aſk, will be the effect of this motion, if 
adopted, on the ſucceſs” of our negociation with 


France? What will be its effects on our: ſafety 


| -fhould that MO fail? 


„„ mg 
The motion from which theſe queſtions ariſe, be- 
mind, when combined with the avowed object for 

which it is introduced. Gentlemen, tell us, moſt 
explicitly, that it is not on the ſucceſs, but on the 
failure of tlie negociation, that their me tion is pre- 
dicated. They well know, that in caſe the nego- 
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cilation ſhould fucceed, the motion becomes altoge- 


ther unneceſſary; becauſe, in that caſe, the army, 
by the very terms of its enliſtment and of the act 
under which it was raiſed, is to be diſbanded. The 
troops wereenliſted to ſerve © during the continuance 
of theexiſting differences with France.” Should theſe 
differences berterminated, which is the objectof the 
depending negociation, theſe troops. are diſbanded 
of courſe. © This ,gefitlemen, well know; and there- 
_ ore, they feel that theu motion would be wholly 
unneceſſary, in caſe the nggociation ſhould ſucceed. 
IJhey even tell us in plain terms, that did they con- 
ar er cc f e ee elend Sein, ry 
_ - ſhould feel very little ſolicitude about the motion. 
An honourable gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. 
Gallatin) declares that he ſhould not, in that caſe, 
think it Worth while to make this motion 3 ayt the 
honourable gentleman from Virginia- who braught 
it forward, (Mr. Nichelas) fully concurs in this 
flientiment. But, it is preciſely becauſe they think 
that the negociation may fail, that they feel anxipus 
to carry this meaſure, It is becauſe they think that 
ve may be left iu a flate ef war with France, that 
they -wiſh-to diſband the army. It is becauſe we 
may have to contend with a powerful, and an inſidious 
foe, which ſhall have refuſed to treat with us, and 
may meditate an immediate blow againſt our coun- 
try, that gentlemen wiſh to deprive us of this arm 
of force for our defence. It is not in caſe of peace 
that they wiſh to reduce, to diſband, the national 
force; but in caſe of war: — a2 war, too, againſt a 
power whaſe conſtant policy it is to divide and con- 
quer; to avail itſelf of every party contention, every 
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alarm; and it is by being alarmed that, a 


„ bin mee * + LLW- Stil 44515} 77 03 IEG 


4 


internal diſcontent, every jealouſy againſt govern - 
went, i in order to dilarm thoſe on whom it intends 
an attack; I loy; « every, art of. intrig ue, and 
h 1d out every 8 Wl appearance of frien ſhip, | for 
the purpoſe of lolking into a kalſe and fatal ſecurity, 
ie victim which it has "deſtined for! its future prey- 
Jr, it is this view of the ſubj je& which ſtrikes my : 
ee with awful alarm. It 1 1 not foreign foree 
that I dread, but internal diviſion ; 3 —it is not an 


1 from without that fills me with apprehen-" 


,on—but, : A weakneſs within'; ariſing from "timid 8 


| counſels, which may prevent us from exerting. our 
ſtrenęeth; 8. party animoſity, which may render 


one Half of the country the inſtrument for deſifoying 
the , other ; from jealouſy of our own government, 
which 1 may prevent us from entruſting | it with the 
means of Tian us againſt the enterprizes of 
another. I have heretofore been charged with en- 
deavouring to ſpread alarm; and 1 have confeſſed 
the charge j—for when T feel alarm, 'T hold it 
rſons to whom 
f wathcing over 


this nation has confided the ta 


Its ſafety, to ſpread that. alarm. When danger i is 


abroad, it is the duty of the ſentinel to 1155 the 8 
one, we 


can be ſaved. "And F confeſs, fir, that when I Tee 


4 men, no doubt of the beſt intentions, ſo blinded by 5 
the ſpirit of oppoſition, ſo carried away by party | 


As and jeatouſy of the executive, as to [tr] 
le, with all Wir ah,” for the diſbandment T7 
e army in the midſt of a war ; as to contend, with 


: he moſt” perſeveritg zeal, that. the failure. of, the 
negociation is the preciſe eie! in which we ought to 
diveſt ourſelves ef gur only regular diſciplined Blok "7 
Ido feel extreme: Warth, and am moſt awfully an 
05 U for the fate of e country, : This alarm it is 
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Bat to return, Mr. Chairman, from this digref- 


force of my feelings, let me be permitted to difcufs 


the firſt of the two queſtions which preſent them 


ſelves for our conſideration. Let me enquire, what | 
- mult be the effect of this motion, ſhould it ſucceed, 
upon our negociatien with France? 


Out of this queſtion, Sir, will ariſe twoothers, which 
ought to be ſeparately conſidered. In what man- 
ner muſt the French government be affected, in tha 
pending negociation, by this meaſure ? How muſt 


it affect the conduct of our own government? Un- 


der theſe two points of view permit me to examine 


the meaſure. _ TS oe 
When gentlemen who ſupport this metion, have 


_ endeavoured to anſwer the queſtion, © in what man- 


ner the conduct of the French 15 1 in the 
pending negociation, muſt be affected by this mea- 


ſure? They ſeem to me to have fallen into a great, 


I had almoſt ſaid an unaccountable miſtake. They 


have ſpoken ef the amount of the force which it is 


the object of this motion to reduce; and they have 


triumphantly aſked, © will France be deterred, or 


over-awed, by an army of ten thouſand men?” Will 
her government, after having broken and triumphed 


over one moſt formidable coalition, and ſucceſsfully 
reſiſted the progreſs of another, be induced to treat 
with us, by the fear of this handful of troops ? Will 


ſhe regard this as the whole force wherewitk we are 


to reſiſt her, in caſe ſhe ſhould attack us? To all theſe 
_ queſtions, Sir, I anſwer no. She will not be deter- 
red by this handful of troops. The fear of ten 
thouſand men will not induce her to treat with us. - 
She will not confider this as the only force which 
we can oppoſe to her attacks. But theſe, Sir, are 
nor the true queſtions to be determined. France 
will not advert to the mere amount of force to be 


reduced, but to the ſpirit to be diſplayed by the re- 
duction. This is the point of view, and the only 


one, in which ſhe will regard this meaſure; and the 
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impreſſion which it is calculated. to make en her, 1 


bat point of view, is the important ſubje& whis 
Ve are now called to conſider. What inference with 
regard to our ſituation and our counſels, will France 
io draw from a diſbandment of our army at this mo- 
ment! How will that inference affect her conduct 
in the negociation ? Theſe, Sir, are the quetBons 
Wich it is our duty to ſolve, before we a opt the 


7 reſolution on your table. 


YM Will France conſider this di ſbandment as an in- 
dl.ication of want of ſtrength, of want of means, of 
1 inability to ſupport this foree? No, for ſhe well 
1 knows the extent of our means; and the-greatnefs 
of our ſtrength. She knows them, from the exer- 
tions which-we made under her eye, in the re volu- 
tionary war; at a time when we were but infants, 
compared with our preſent ſtate. She knows them, 
from the exact information which ſhe poſſeſſes yeſ- 
pecting our commerce, our maritime wealth, our 
population, our fnances, and our rapid encreaſe. 
On all theſe particulars we cannet doubt but that ſhe 
1 is perfectly well informed. It has been, at all times, 
| a leading maxim in the policy of ber gavernment, 
do ſpare no pains or expence in acquiring the moſt 
accurate information, on all theſe points, reſpecting 
the countries comprehended in her political ſyſtem. 
For this purpoſe, , ſhe has, at all times, maintained 
ſcillful agents in all the countries with which, ſhe 
| had connections. Can we ſuppoſe that ſhe has de- 
! parted. from this maxim in our, caſe,? We know 
that ſhe has not. Beſides the ſecret agents 
f V hom there is every reaſon to believe that ſhe has 
7 always kept amongſt us; we know that there reſided 
A here, for three years, a perſon of the maſt compte- 
bhbenſive, active, and diſcerning mind, unwearied in 
3 his purſuit of information reſpecting sur affairs, 
and perfectly well qualified for obtaining it. We 
4 know that this perſon was recalled to France, and 
| placed in a very bigh and influential Ration in her 
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overnment. We know, that he carried with him 


the moſt exact. information. that has ever gone to 


ruröpe, relpecking e every thing i in, this country that 


can be known by a foreigner . : And although be | 


bas fince. been removed from his, official ſtation i in 


5 France, vet there cannot be a doubt that the .£om- | 


'munications which he made, and the opinions which 
he impreſſed, have had; and will Ton ng continue to 
have, 2 28 iüfbenee on the conduct of | his 


government towards this country. The facts which 


he related, and the tatewments which he was in a 
condition to make; and no doubt did make, will at 
leaſt remain andi be remembered; and they are ſuffi.- 
cient to inform the government vf France; that our 
ſtrength would, be great, were we diſpoſed to exert 
-iti; that our means are extenſive und: abandunt, 


ſhould we. reſolve to mer. nen... Og 
That a and from t the e beginning of ber pre- 


ſent 222 gle, has always been ber impreſſion, Ts - 


- dhferth erfectly Mmanffeſt, by "the * anxiety which 
"the Ras Lin 180 the pains "which The has taken, 


to dra us into ie gürrer on her own fide, 'the well 
knew the aſe of ſuch an ally ;—lhe was fully affured- 


«of the aid which we coulT: afford for the accompliſh- 


ment bf ber great purpoſe, the deſtruction of the 
Engliſh commerce and marine; and therefore, with 
- a policy equally profound and comprehenſive, the | 


early tq6k every ſtep i in her power to ſecure this aid: 


We well know that (o early as the year” 1 52 5 


ſoon as ler conteſt with England ad "commeneed, 
"the Tent a miniſter here for the expreſs purpoſe bf 
* inducing” us, by every artful pretext” and infidious 
*comtrivance; * to Join her in the war. We Enow 


that when her intrigues were bafed; [Fe feſorted 


to menances and violence for the fame po'poſe: 1 
91 * 


All this proves, in. the moſt undeniable. manner, : 
Fore ſhe has a very high and adeq vate. opinion of our 
ce. He r defre to gain, the diſpoſaf of this, force 
2 not, Siberyiſe hare been u dende Þ nor her 
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She will notrtherefoterhercanmioti &rfideritthis 
Wear as am indication ofſoꝝt Nan aß means.: She 
well knows that we,poileſs hem. She has bitherto 

25 th hat we were, not; on} y. tho * . be inveigh- 


by her, \infidious pong 4 50 beg ti be ben 
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MEE NtrE FOR have, ariſen to Tuch an; 5 Abt 


40. render us incapable of exerting our length; tht 
although we-\ Were; Hof a momer 97 Frouſed Thto Tame- 


end likes ſpirit, by the unheard- of rity Anck in 
e. en Whefe with ſhe T6444 ds, in the Wantön⸗- 
nels of her pride, we. Are of a charabrer zb feeble 


and timid, to fapport, with perſævering Couragetand | 
.unſ{haken firmne fs; the hazards of a great confliee; . 
hab quj,peopls arcton-jealons of each eher gan of 


their goyfrnment; to uuites for a len en time, i 
vigoreus aneaſures S490. inert to {i ppart the fg 
_tigues of ac continued ertion ;. or. to * ayaricious 
to pay its ts exp ness h hat our & Zovernmen fi 18 
ble in itſelf; eg e of coal dee zn th tia 

mintty ac parete of the flatiön; or e logged 

im alk its wavements, by the” oppofftiot-of a Power- 


ful party, as to be rendered incapable ef ade ring 


— 


with ſteadineſs, to any great” and manly Tye; for 
: the protection f ie on honour, TE Adtiohal 


rige That there "exiſts among us 4 'great and 
r part , Which is iro eeBy Party. er, 
animoſity againlt, its Tivals, b | ee 
"he adminiltration, by its own offend 1 85 
or by whatever other motive, to exert all its 
force with unabated zeal; and at length, with 
compleat ſucceſs, for wreſting from the govern - 
ment every armof defence, for depriving» at 
of all means of W e for 
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| robbing it of all 3 of. public ſupport, 


withdrawing from itʒ completely, the Publ 92 | 


fidence ; that this party, in fine, about whofe 


exifterce ſhe is but too well informed, and whoſe 


prineiples and views it is natur al for her to miſ- 


; take, has at letigth obtained an aſcendancy 


in our counſels, and wilt not fail in the purſuit, 
of its own plans. Whatever they may be, to ſerve 
effectually her cauſe, by tying up the hands 


of the adminiſtration, ſeparating the nation from 


the government, and neutralizing, by means of 
"hat divifion, the national force. 


"Theſe, Sir, are the circumſtances 05 "which 


this. motion, if adopted, muſt be conſidered 


by France as a certam indication. Believing 
theſe circumſtances to exiſt, ſhe muſt con ſider 
our wealth, our population, our commerce, our 


Capital, dur ſhipping, in fine our national means, 


not as a force to be dreaded, but as a prey to be 


ſeired. The greater theſe means, the richer will 


be the ſpoil, and the more eager ſhe will be to 


ſeize it, and to continue. the quarrel. which, i 1 ho 
furniſh the occaſion. 
But reliſ. the motion, and all theſe W are 


at once reverſed ; (he will then conſider our national 
means, not as a prey to be ſeized, but as a force to 
be overcome; and knowing as the does, the extent 
of thoſe means, ſhe would be induced to put an end 
to a quarrel, from which the would lee there Was 


ſo little to be gained. x 


Mr. Chairman, we know the-1 men who guide the 
counſels of France. We have ſeen theif conduct 


for fix years paſt. Unfortunately for mankind, they 
have acted a moſt conſpicuous part on the theatre 


of the world. We have been enabled to diſcover 


their characters, their views, and the means, as well 
as the objects, of their political ſyſtem. We know 


that it is by ente internal diſcontent, by 
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lar, why ſhould che 
that party ii Sir, Iſpe | es SN 
tlemen. God ferbid that I ſhould doubt; much leſs 


de preciſely x 


Party not. a party ameng the people, for:theyrwere 
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ailing; themſclves of the weakneſs refulting from 
ayaiiing! & 


jealouſy of goveramentzi and party «diviGous, that 


they have triunphed/andſbilbope triumph, over! 
other countries dn other countries "they have 
found parties that aided their views 45 and When 
they ſee a party here purſuing meaſures exacxly ſimi- 


= not!ofthe'miatives of gen- 


Po in. queſtion, the putity f their mti ves l A mong 


thoſe, whop fuppoxt this motion, there are many with: 


ed, whoſe characters. I highly reſpectr and wnoſe in- 
tentions 1 believe to be moſt upright But I am on- 


3 it is my duty, to ſpegł gf the effects — 
WIL. 


and I muſt remark, that thoſe eſſects 


— - 


conduct may flow. If France 


«<7 


à party among us, 


r; which: diſpands ous, regular diſciplined: 


_ which r of our defence in the midſi d a quay-! 


failed; it is the ſame thing, in 
this be done through a mean and fool 
through ern eg weakneſs of backe 

FY IPL 3 againſt the adminiftration; 


er yiews whether 


promote her views. In either caſe ſhe will-confiden | 


of experience; for ſhe, has ſound ters views moſt 


the independence of Switzerland: was ſubverted .by 4 


united 3 


not expect - ohe did from 


he ſame, from whatever wotives their 


te at the moment when ournegotiation (bali have 
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tent, among then people ople of Bei 
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„ | 
eager to defend their en but a party 
government itſelf. , Tbis example of the, deplor- 


ellechs of, foreign force and intrigue, aided ibyl inter- 


ng} * alrendy mbtiagd: ubut tit cannot 
ber too often held up to oun view for ne where: elſe 
ſhall we he able, te find ſo many points of reſemblance! 


with;;ourſelyesz ſo many. conſiderations applicable to: 
our own ſitustion. Let me therefore be permitted to 


dwell for ſome time on this moſt ſintereſting and 'af- 


feRing picture. b bliodt T adi bidigtbeD: mat: 


 2When I-fpeate of Several Mr; Ehifman, I 
mean to be underſtobtl, eſp668lly7 ö ke Carton ol 
Berne zo the moſt powerfuf by": of the we op 
fedefaeys and the "only onen tb ert a e rde 
of itfelf, to * bulwark for the re and to 
eee tyhem 4 their comm. efforts 

The e 2 Berne, Sir, were for that oppreſſed 


ad Gegraded peaſantfy, of: e an Honourable 


Gentleman em Virginia Mr. ) has f 
keny p ard 8 85 —— 1.4 It 115 


verninend/ chat they” fled; 

the indsdemwy for plorectibn 48 li be ft 8055 
rants. i Lot th Gm cet tg Gentleman, 
chat there ether miſery#c A nor 1 Con- 
_ was 


more happimeſs to be ſeen 5 Where mo 


more comfort, more ſecurity re ea, 4 


a more perfect — om He burthens 5+ 12 ; 


tion more contentment to be found. Ip a to | 


the United voice of every hiſtorians every traveller, 
*#tho has viewed or attempted *o reprefent t His Ae 


lightful picture of human bliſs, let me refer the 


Honaurable Gentleman from Vir nia to the teſtimo- 

ny:of: at Gentleman; whe now bears me, who has a 
perſonal: iknowle e ef khateente happy peop le,” and" 
from: whom tlie 
mich, uſefulziformation on this'nrid any other ſub- 
8. „Fhat gentle man will 4nform Rim, as he bas 


{91 177 


„ 
* 
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ble Gentleman ay derve 


that the government of Berne, however 


iT IBS 


tents among the people, two pacties exiſted in the 


gled for ſuperiority and rule, but until the French 


{ 5 | : 35 , : $8 4 
land. The party which at that time poſſeſſed the 1 


defective in theory, was, in its practice and admi- 
niſtration, the beſt that mankind has ever ſeen; that 
there was no tyranny and no miſery in Berne; that 
the people loved the government and were at all times 
ready to fight in its defence; that the government | 
cheriſhed the people, and maintained them, by a ten- | 5 
der aud paternal exerciſe of authority, in the poſſeſ- 
e e bleſſing which government was origin- ; F 
ally inſtituted to fecure, Among ſuch a people, _ 
there could: be, there was, no party diviſion. The | _ 
government, indeed, was in the hands of a certain 9 
number of families but they were numerous and opera- = 
ted as a check upon each other; they were venerated | | = 
and that veneration produced a willing obedience t - 
their authority, the manners of the country were pure == 
and thoſe manners contributed largely towards pre- — = 
venting the ufual abuſes of power. The mals of the ö 
people was excluded, indeed, from all ſhare in the go- | | 
vernment; but they felt all its bleſſings, and were 
f 


— 


Sy 


willing to be exempt from its labours and its cares; 


and any among them who became diſtinguiſhed by \ 
their talents, their virtues, or their ſervices, found an Eo 
eaſy admiſſion into the order which held the govern- 
ment. I fine, Sir, they were wedded to it by the 
habits of three hundred years, during which it had | AY 
exiſted in proſperity and honour... 8 LE” 1 

But although there were no diviſions or diſcon- 7 


government itſelf. Theſe parties, as in all other go- 
vernments, partaking of a popular nature, long ſtreg- 


revolution broke out, and the war which its leaders, 2 
to ſer ye their own purpoſes, immediately excited | 1 
againſt the great powers of Germany ap- 5 . 
proached the borders. of Switzerland, thoſe 1 
{ſtruggles were productive of little injury. The ſhock 
produced by thoſe events was ſoon felt in Switzer=. _ = 


chief magiſtry of Berne, foreſeeing the danger "a =_ 
whereto the country would be expoſed, attempted [M0 
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to adopt a firm and vigorous policy, to put the 


1-0 | 


country in a ftate of defence, and to take meaſures 
for cauſing its neutrality and its rights to be reſ- 
pected by France, where a diſpoſition todiſregard both 


was very early diſplayed. The oppoſite party, which 
let it be remembered, fir, was not a French party; 

which would have ſpurned the imputation of B#®nch 
prepoſſeſſions, much more of French connections 
or views, With the utmoſt indigniry; did not fail, 


however, to oppoſe all theſe attempts ſome 


times on the ground that they would irritate France, 
ſometimes becauſe they would be too expenſive, and 


ſometimes, becauſe there was no danger, During 


the whole war this conflict continued. One party 


took hold of every favorable occaſion to urge wits 


ſyſtem of defence and preparation, while every new 
injury or inſult from France was paliated by the 


other; which aided by the cautious policy of the 


French Miniſter in Switzerland, by the fear of ex- 
+ pence and exertion natural to the people every 
Where, and by the indolence of character which 
wealth and a long continued peace had produced, 
_ perpetually ſucceeded in its oppoſition, and kept the 
nation in an unarmed ſtate. „ 
Many injuries were endured, many inſults were 


ſubmitted to, but no direct attack was made on the 
part of France, while the war with the Emperor 
continued. Sufficient materials for a ſuture quar- 
rel, were however provided; and no ſooner did the 
Houſe of Auſtria make a truce with France, by 


which the latter was left in poſſeſſion of Italy and 
the Rhine, than this quarrel was openly begun, and 


an attack on Berne, which alone ſtood in the way of 
France, was ſecretly planned. For this purpoſe a 
part of Buonaparte's army, commanded by General 
Brune, was ordered to advance into the neighbour- 


hood of the Pais-deV aud, a part of Berne, and to 


ſupport a handful of wretches, who had been excit- 
ed by the French government to riſe in inſurrection. 


One party in the government of Berne wiſhed to 


+8 


4H 


kt 

; | 

_  - a ; : 
1 | 

F 


ſendd a general to ſuppreſs this inſurrection, and 
drive off Brune's army, which was not conſiderable 
in force. The other party, which called itſelf the 
peace party, and which acted and talked like our 
> pretended peace party has always done, eppoſed this 
* meaſure with ſucceſs, and procured a negociator to 
ve ES of a general. This negociator, who 
alſo was entruſted with military powers, but who 
| belonged to the peace party, abandoned the country 
to the inſurgents and to general Brune, with whom 
he entered into a negociation inſtead of fighting him. 
The conſequence was, that Brune advanced into 
the Pais-de-Vaud, took poſſeſſion of it, revolution- 
ized it, and conquered it ; although nineteen twen- 
tieths of the people were firmly attached to 
their government, and ready to riſk their lives in 
defence of the country, had there been any one to 
unite and direct their exertions. | 
Having atchieved this conqueſt, and levied an 
enormous contribution for the {upply of his army, 
General Brune advanced to the frontier of Berne 
itſelf. i EO” _ 
This invaſion, however, rouſed the nation and 
the government. The peace party, which {till talked 
of irritation, and of expence, and of negociation, 
was overborne, and preparations were made for a 
vigorous defence of the country. In this ſtate of 
things, Brune found himſelf too weak for the enter- 
prize, and had recourſe to negociation, till another 
body of troops, amounting to twenty thouſand, 
could be brought from the Rhine by General Shau- 
enburg, to his aid. He ſent negociators to Berne, 
to negociate with the peace party, and by means of 
the peace party, to ſuſpend the meaſures of defence 
till Shauenburg could have time to arrive. The 
peace. party entered into his views. They negoci- 
ated, the weaſures for driving Brune out of the 
country were ſuſpended, and Shauenburg advanced 
by rapid marches. At length he approached the 
oppolite frontier, got poſſeſſion of the paſſes which 
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lead into the country, and attacked one of the neigh= 
bouring cantons. 

Then the canton of Berne again ould itſelf. 


meaſures for the defence of the country, and de- 


ed peace-makers were ſilenced, the real friends oftheir 
country gained a majority in the council of Berne; 
and General D'Erlach received orders to take imme- 


him from the country. The patriotic enthuſiaſm 
of the people ſoon ſupplied him with an army of 
30,000 men, the confiile nce of the nation revived, 
aid the country was on the point of being ſaved. 
Now begins the mournful hiſtory of the gl on 
of party. General O' Erlach left the council, of 
which he was a member, and went to take the com- 
mand of the army. One hundred officers alſo mem- 


the majority again into the hands of the peace party; 

the party which talkes. of negociation with an ad- 
vancing enemy, *ef expence, of irritation, of the 
horrors of war. This band of miſguided and timid 
men, led on and inſtigated by a faction of modern 
patriots, not ſuch -patriots, Sir, as .Cato, as 
Hampden, or as Waſhington, but of that baſtard 
race of patriots. of the preſent day. whoſe pa- 
triotiſm conſiſts in devotion to the will of 
France, ſtruck the blow under which their country 
ſunk, perhaps to riſe no more. Availing themi- 
ſelves of the e thus acquired, they obtained 
a reverſal of the orders to gen. D' Erlach, and pro- 


order, the pretext for which was to Avoid irritation 
and leave the door {till open for a negociation with 
an invading and advancing enemy, this order once 


ſtrung. The people and the army aſtoniſhed and 
indignant at this vnaccountable weak neſs and verfa- 
rility, which THEE aide to the treachery of 


Lhe people called aloud on the government to take 


manded to be led againſt the enemy. The pretend- 


diate meaſures for attacking the enemy and driving 


bers, attended him to the field. Their abſence new 


cured an order that he ſhould retreat This fatal 


given, the energy of the nation was completely un- 
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their government and their officers, gave up the pub- 
lie cauſe in deſpair. Some refuſed to obey, ſome 


i fed to their homes, and ſome turned againſt their | 
1 officers thoſe arms which they were not permitted 5 
CO | 


to employ againſt the invaders of their country.— 
Every where diſtruſt confuſion and flight were ſeen, 
while the enemy, ſeifing the favourable moment, ad- 
vanced with rapidity againſt the city of Berne, in 
different directions. Then the laſt ſtruggles of de- 
ſpair took place. A brave people, deprived of 
leaders, deprived of government, deprived of all 
Ss means of reſiſtance except ſuch as deſpair could 


i ſupply, threw themſelves between the enemy and 


ou their homes, their families; and their altars. The 
1 wife fought by the ſide of her huſband. The aged = 
5 grandſire, the youth, & the tender virgin, fell in the | 2 
5 ſame ranks. The ſcythe and the pitchfork ſupplied 1 
1 the want of the bayonet and the ſword. Glorious, but 

unavailing efforts! Unavailing to you, brave and 
ſelf-devoted Swiſs ! but fuſeful to us, were we will- 
# ing to profit by the leſſon. Uſeful in teaching 
bow fruitleſs is valour. unaided by diſcipline, how 
1 little can be effected by the moſt exalted patriotiſm, 
the firmeſt union, in a nation, unleſs the public 
„ ſpirit be ſuſtained, the public exertions ſyſtematized 
combined and directed, by a wiſe and vigorous gov- 
ernment! | 5 | - 
TH Ihe cataſtrophe, Sir, is known. Berne fell, and | 
7 with her fell Switzerland; affording in their fall, a 
; mournful, but impreſſi ve example, of the miſchiefs 
= reſulting from weak and verſatile counſels, from 
— party jealouſy and animoſities, from diſtruſt of our 
don government, and blind ſecurity as to the defigus 

| and projects of our neighbours. 85 | 
ö This awful example, Mr. Chairman, paſſed under „ . 
the eyes of France; and the reflections which this 
example furniſhes, ſhe will, ſhe muſt, apply to us 
and to our conduct. In Switzerland ſhe ſaw her 


views accompliſhed by the aid of a party, which did : 
Not intend to aid her; by the feeblenels, the tim:- 1 
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dity, the diviſions, and the fickleneſs, which the 


38 


efforts of that party, guided, moſt pr obably, by up- 

right though miſtaken views, were able to introduce 
into the counſels of Berne. That party, Sir, was 
not a French party. It was not a revolutionary 


party. It was not even a democratic party. It 
called itſelf a peace-party. It talked of the expence 
of defenſive preparations; of the danger of irrita- 


tion; of the horrors of war; of the improbability, 


not to ſay the impoſſibility, of an attack by France. 
When France ſces the ſame meaſures purſued, finds 
the {ame language held, by a party here; and ſees the 
efforts of that party ſo far ſucceſsful as to effect a 
diſpandment of the army at a moment like this; may 
{he not, will ſhe ys nay ſir, mult ſhe not, expect the 
a be 1 455 by that expectation ? She mit 
fay, the conduct of this party, like that of the 
party in Berne, proceeds, perhaps, not from attach- 


ment to me, but from jealouſy of their own execu- 


tive, from the ſpirit of oppoſition, from animoſity 
againſt their rivals who are in power; but from 
whatever cave it proceeds, its effect is to ſhip the 
government of all means of defence, and to lay the 
country at my mercy.” Sir, this muſt be her reaſon- 
ing, and by it her conduct muſt be regulated.— 
Elated by ſucceſs in one country, ſhe will expect 
It in another; and that expeRation will embolden 
her to the attempt. Can any party be more honeſt 
3 the party in Berne? Sir, I believe not.— 

Fan any people be more patriotic, more brave, more 


devoted in their country's cauſe, than the people cf 


Switzerland? They cannot. Can our hardy moun- 
taineers facrifice themſelves in defence of their 
mountains, with a courage more truly Spartan, than 


was diſplayed by the ſhepherds of Underwald ? Sir, 


5 they cannot. Can our farmers die with more hero- 


iſm in defence of their ſire-ſides and their families, 
than died, I will not ſay the men, but the women, 
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and children of Berne and Solure ? No! no! they 


1 N 
. i 
1 4 


e Yet 5 periſhed. 
abundant, their courage was undiſmayed, their pa- 
triotilm was ardent and pure; and yet they periſh- 
ed, becauſe the efforts of a party in their govern- 
ment prevented them from uſing thoſe means. 
France found in that party a moſt uſeful ally; and 


(a9) 


I heir means were 


by its aid, her arts and herarms triumphed over the 
braveſt, the moſt virc:uous, and the pureſt people 


that Europe could boalt, Sir, let the mournful, 


the inſtructive truth, be again repeated, and never 
forgotten ; it was in the council of Berne, that the 


conqueſt of Switzerland was atchieved. 
e floor, fir, that, from the example of Swir- 
zerland, France will expect to atchieve the conqueſt 


And it is 


of the Date States, ſhould the {ee meaſures hike 
that on your table adopted. 
The reſolution on your table, ſir, 1 aanifel, 


or be conſidered by 2 


France as manifeſting, the Wire 


weakneſs, the ſame divifion, the ſame preponde 
rance of a party ſteadily oppoſed ue every meaſure 


tor reſiſting her encroachments and her attacks; 


and the fucceis of it mult give her hopes, and 
apparently well grounded hopes, of the ſame ſucceſs 
here, which ſhe has ſeen to reſult from a ſimilar 


ſtate of things in Switzerland. 


Theſe hopes muſt 


lead to a reſolution, on her part, to bend us to her 
will, whenever ſhe may find it convenient to make 
and in the mean time, to paſs over 
our demands of juſtice with contempt, or repel them, 


the attempt; 


as formerly, with haughty inſult. 


ouch, Mr. Chairman, in my appirelu Go. muſt 


vernment of France. 


the conduct of our own government? 


queſtion next to be conſidered. 7 


be the effect of this reſolution if adopted, on the go- 
What muſt oY its effect on 


This! is the 


I cannot ſuppoſe, fir, that gentlemen th to 


place the government of this country in ſuch a ſitu- 


ation, that it muſt feel itfelf deprived of the public 


confidence, deprived of the national ſupport, and 
compelled, through a lenſe of weaknels, to ſubſcribe 


es, — 


to the terms which France may chooſe to dictate; 
but ſach, I conceive, muſt be the effect of adopting 
this reſolution. The language of this reſolution to 
our executive is this We cannot truſt vou with 


0 


Pl 
— 


the means of defending the country. Even in caſe 
of a conflict with France, we will deprive you of 


"thoſe means, leſt you ſhould abuſe them. Beſides, 
we cannot afford the expence of thoſe means. We 
cannot pay for an army capable of defending the 


country, evenſhould it be invaded ; and therefore 


you muſt arreft the danger as well as you can, byſ ub- 


miſhon.” Whatever different explanation, fir, 


_ gentlemen may give; whatever they may ſay about 
the want of motive, or the want of means, to in- 
vade us on the part of Prance ; whatever they may 


ſay about the all ſufficiency of a ſudden effort 
of militia, haſtily collected together, without offi- 
cers, without diſcipline, and without the poſſibility 
of acquiring it, to defend this country againſt the 


attacks of diſciplined and veteran armies ; this is 


the plain language of the reſolution ; this is the 
manner in which every man of ſenſe muſt underſtand 
it ; thus it muſt be underſtood by the executive of 


the United States. It muſt go into the negocia- 


tion with a thorough ſenſe of its own weakneſs, 


of its abandoned ſtate. It muff find itſelf diſceu-_ 


raged from demanding fair and honoraole terms, 


preciſely in the ſame proportion, and by the ſame 
means, that the government of France is encom aged . 


to refuſe them. The tendancy and perhaps the ef- 
fect of this vie w of things, muſt be to ſtrip it of all 


that manly energy, of that lofty magnanimous ſpi- 


rit, of that unſhaken firmneſs which are eſſential 


to the preſervation of the national rights and honor, 


in a ne gociation with ſuch a power as the French 
republic. 
Such, Mr. Chairman; i in my 1 is the 


effe& which this reſolution, if adopted, must have 


on the ſucceſs of our negociation with France.— 
What mult be its effect on our ſituation ſhould that 


K's. 
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negoclatien fail ? Tui is the - queſtion which next 
demands our conlideration.- 


In diſcu fling this queſtion, gdntlemies have 1 


ed, and made it the groundwork ok their reaſoning, 


tkat there can be no danger of invaſion from 
France, even ſhould the negociation fail. What 
object, they aſk, could France have for invading this 


country? What means has the of effecting ſuch an 


enterprize were it her defire ! 
As to the objects for invading us, ſir, T will an- 


ſwer that queſtion by another. What object had 
the French government in lending Buonaparte to 
Egypt? The object muſt have been conqueſt or 


plunder on the one hand, or-on the other, the deſire 


ot getting rid of a eee whoſe talents ambition 
and influence they dreaded, or of employing. re ward- 


ing, or baniſhing, an army whoſe claims they were 
not in a condition to ſatisfy, on whoſe obedience 


they could not rely,and of whoſe enterpriſing valour, 
and attachment to their Chief, they were jaſtly a- 


fraid. Some, perhaps all, of theſe motives, muſt 
have induced them to ſend Buonaparte with an ar- 
my of forty thouſage men to invade Egypt. 


Now I would aſk gentlemen whether all theſe 
motives do not exiſt, in a ſtronger degree, in our 


_cale, than in the caſe of Egypt! ? Are there, or can 


there be, no more enterprizing ambitions and power- 
ful generals whom the government may dread, and 
wilh to get rid of? In caſe cf their making peace 
with Auſtria, an event very probable, will there be 


no more troubleſome diſcontented armies, whom it 


may be impoſſible to pay, and neceſſary to employ 
in diſtant enterprizes, in order to prevent them 
from doing miſchief at home ! 


Would not the plunder of America, be an object 
as inviting to ſuch an army, as the plunder of E- 


gypt? Would not the rich ſhores of the Savannah, 
the Potomac, the Cheaſapeake, the Delaware and 
the Hudſon, yield as Oe Fl a crop of pillage, as 


the barren ſands of the Nile ? Da ould not Boſton, 
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a) 
New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, 
Charleſton and Savannah, preſent as rich a ſpoil as 


the miſerable remains of Alexandria and Cairo ?— 
Would not the conqueſt of America be as fine a fea- 
ther in the cap of the old, or ſome new, Buonaparte, 


as the conqueſt of Egypt or Syria? Gentlemen 
fay that there is nothing for France to get by inva- 


ding us. Sir, is the wealth of our towns nothing: 


Would it be nothing to have the diſpoſal of fix 
millions of population; of our revenue ; of our 
banks; of our ſhipping, amounting to upwards of 


800, 000 tons, excluſive of ſhips of war; of our im- 
menſe funded capital. of fifty thouſand ſailors ; of 


our ports and harbours; in fine of the reſources 
of this great people? Would this be nothing to 


France? Would it be nothing to her to be enabled 


to employ thele reſources againſt the commerce and 
ſettlements of the Engliſh in the Weſt Indies; where 


the maritime power of that nation is ſuſceptible 


of ſo deep and deadly a wound? Would it be no- 


thing to her to gain the entire diſpoſal of our means 


as ſhe has gained that of the means of Holland, 
Switzerland, Belgium, and, till very lately, of Italy? 

But gentlemen ſay that fhe cannot gain all this, 
without conquering the country, and that ſuch a 
conqueſt ſhe cannot effect. I grant, fir, that ſhe 
can never effe& it; but ſhe may hope to effect it, 
by the ſame means which ſhe has found ſucceſsful 
elſewhere ; and that hope will be ſufficient to induce 


the attempt, where the prize is ſo alluring. The 


ſucceſs of this motion would be conſidered by her, 


and with great appearance of reaſon, as a deciſive 
proof of the exiſtence, in this country, of tae means 


which have enabled her to conquer others, and 


would, therefore, add new confidence to her hopes 
of ſucceſs here- In all probability, ſhe would not 
Wiſh to effect what gentlemen would call a conqueſt, 
ſhe might net even hope it. But her purpoſe 
would be completely accompliſhed, by placing her- 


{elf at the head of that party which ſhe conſiders as 
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poſſeſs itſelf of the government, and then compel- 
ling it to rule according to her will. This ſhe has 


*3 to make, we are to conſider, not the actual proba 
bility of ſucceſs, but the hope which ſhe may enter. 
# tain of ſucceſs; for it is by that hope that her con- 
duct will be regulated. Th vi 


7 Beſides, fir, it is not neceſſary that ſhe ſhould 


hope for the conqueſt of the country, or even to be 
asble to revolutionize it in her uſual way, in order 
to induce her to attempt an invaſion. In the caſe 
of her wiſhing to get rid of a troubleſome army, 
or a dangerous chief, or both, a caſe which proba- 


hereafter, the ſucceſs of the invaſion would be a 


would allure the troops. The hope of glory would 
allure the leader. If conqueſt ſhould reſult, it 
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leader ſhould be deſtroyed, which I have no doubt 
would happen, ftill ſhe would gain. In one caſe 
3" ſhe would extend her power; and in the other, ſhe 
3} would rid herſelf of 2 dangerous and troubleſome 


On what do gentlemen rely, when they fay that 
France cannot invade this country? Do they rely 
on her want of troops? If ſo, let them remember 
that ſhe found forty thouſand men to ſend to Egypt. 
Do they rely on her having full employment for all 


ly make peace with the Auftrians and Ruſſians, as 


"23 favourable to her views, by aiding that party te 


done in other countries, and ſhe will hope to do it 
here alſo. Nothing could tend more to ſtrengthen 
this hope, than the ſucceſs of a motion like the 
preſent. And let it be remembered, fir, that when 
wwe ſpeak of the attempt which France may be deſirous 


bly has once happened, and certainly may happen 


very ſecondary conſideration. The hope of plunder 


would be a gain to France. If the troops and the 


burden. 1 | 

3 France, therefore, Mr. Chairman, can never want 
the inducement to invade us. Can ſhe want the 
power? I anſwer that ſhe cannot. ; | | 


her troops in the war againft the Auftrians and 
Ruſkans ? Let them remember that ſhe may ſudden- 
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me did with the Auſtrians in 1797; that fuch an 


event grows every day more probable; and that, 
ſhould it take place, ſhe will have troops very fit for 


ſuch an enterprize, and very ready to be employed 
in it. Do they rely on her want of ſhips ? Let them 


retzember tHat-ſhe found ſhips enough to tranſport 


forty thouſand men to Egypt, and a fleet of thir- 


teen fail of the line to eſcort them; and that having 
gained poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh fleet, ſhe has now 
a much greater naval force at her diſpoſal than 
heretofore. Do they rely on the ſuperior power of 


the Britiſh at fea, and on the vigilanee of their 


fleets ? Let them remember that in 1797, general 
Hoche got cut of Breſt with a fleet and a conſider 
able army, eluded two Britiſh fleets which were 


watching him, entered a port in Ireland, remained 
there ſeveral days, and after being preve ented from 
landing by the bad weather, again eluded the _Bri- 
tiſh fleets, and got back to France with his fleet 


and his army. Let them remember that when 
Buonaparte failed from the ports of France on his 


Egyptian expedition, he was watched by a ſuperior 
Britiſh fleet, under the command of one of the - 
ableſt, moſt active, and moſt enterpriſing naval com- 
manders that ever England could boaſt; that he 
eluded this fleet, arrived ſafe at Malta, and had 


time to conquer that important place, before the 
Britiſh admiral could find out where he was, and 


come up with him; that he ſailed from Malta, and 


notwithſtanding this fleet was in full purſuit of him, 


arrived in Egypt and made goed his landing, with 
out the leaſt moleſtation; that his fleet might, 


after landing him, have returged-lofe. 80 France, 
had not ſome unaccountable fatality induced 
the admiral who commanded it, to remain 
for many days, in a ſituation where it was 
expoled to the attack of the Britiſh;. and that 
when Buouaparte, had once eſcaped near the 


Ports of France, from the Britiſh. fleet which 


watched him, it was as eaſy for him to go down 
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America; as up the Mediterranean to Egypt. Let 
chem remember in fine, that in the courſe of the 


0 diterranean; that having drawn after it the Bri- 
tiſh fleets which blockaded Cadiz, and thereby en- 


7 terianean, it formed a junction with that fleet, 


eſcaped from the Britiſh who were in puffuit of them, 


1 repaſſed the ſtreights into the Atlantic, and return- 
ac d ſafe to Breſt; and that during the whole of this 


3 nilh fleets were watched and purſued by ſuperior 
3 Britiſh fleets. Do they rely fir, on the diſtance ? 
Ut them remember that when a fleet has once eſca- 
+ ped into the open ſea, the danger of meeting the 
enemy is almoſt paſt, and that the diſtance is a mat- 
ter of ſmall moment; that when the Breſt fleet, 
having got into the Atlantic, turned to the eaſt 
and went into the Mediterranean, it could as ſafely 
and as ea ſily have turned to the weſt and gone inte 
the Cheſapeake; that when the two fleets had 
formed their junction in the Mediterranean and 
returned into the Atlantic, the courſe to New-York 
or Charleſton was as Pluin, and far more free from 
the danger of an enemy's fleet, as the courſe to 
Breſt; and, in ſine, that during our revolution war, 
the Keonch did find means, notwithſtanding the 
diſtance, and the naval ſuperiority of England, 
to ſend fleets and armies to this country. 
Sir, what has once been done may be done again. 


— 


reflection will concur in the cpinion, to invade A- 
merica than to invade Ireland; becauſe Ireland is 
| nearer to the Britith, and can more eaſily be watch- 


going from 1 into "Tis Mediterranean, than from 


the n . through the $trbights te 


laſt year, a large French fleet eſcaped from Breſt, and 
having eluded the Britiſh fleets which were in that 
quarter and near the dreights, paſſed into the me- 


abled the Spaniſh fleet to follow it into the medi- 


long and circuitous voyage, the French and Spa- ; 


It is even more eaſy, I affirm, and every man of 


ed by their fleets; There was more difficulty in 


—— 
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Breſt to America; 33 5 Britiſh 1 could 
watch, and did watch, one route, but could not 
watch the other. When we wait for a fleet at a 
port from or to which it is bound, or at a Cape 
round which it- muſt paſs, the chance of finding it is 
a thouſand times greater than when we ſearch for 
it in the wide ocean, uncertain of its courſe, or its 
nal deſtination. | 
And yet gentlemen wall. tell us, that France has 
neither the means, nor the inducement to invade us; 
and that although our quarrel with her ſhould con- 
tinue, yet we ought. to reſt ſecure, and diſband our 
troops. Sir, ſhe has both the means and the in- 
ducement ;, and if we by meaſures ſo weak, give her 
hopes of ſucceſs, ſhe will make the attempt. The 
uſe of this force is to deter her from the attempt 
by ſhewing her that we mean to reſiſt, and to 
be prepared for. doing ſo with effect. I Vill 
admit, Sir, that this army might be inſufficient to 
deter her from invading us with a great force if 
ſhe were diſpoſed, and able to do ſo, But we muſt 
bear in mind that a {mall force, an army of ten 
or fifteen thouſand men for. inſtance, is much 
more eably ſpared, and much more eafily tranſport- 
ed, than a large one. Ido believe that ſhe will never 
and it convenient to ſend a large force here. Her 
want of pecuniary means, her want of ſhips, and the 
hazards of the enterprize, will propably prevent 
her from making again ſo great an exertion, as that 
for the invaſion of Egypt. But theſe circumſtances: 
would not ſo certainly pievent her from ſending a 
ſmaller force againſt us, either for conqueſt, or plunder, 
or to get them out of her way. Here then is the firſt 
uſe of this, army. Its firſt uſe to convince France 
that we cannot be invaded with effect, or with im- 
punity, by a ſmall force; that we mean to reſiſt, 
and ate ſo prepared for reſiſtance; and by that 
conviction to deter her from making the attempt 
with a ſmall force. Her financial embaraſſments, and 
the ſtate of things in Europe, will probably, be ſufſt- 
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cient to e yer won; vfing a real one nh 
us; and we ſhall be ſafe. On the contrary, if we 
diſpand this army, ſhe will conſider the country as 
an caſy, as well as a rich prey. She will ſuppoſe 
that we are too timid in our counſels, too much di- 
vided, too jealous of each other and of our govern- 

ment, too avaricious, to make any exertions for our. 
defence. She will ſuppoſe that ten or twelve thou- 
fand veterans, under an able leader, and with a few 
ſhips of the line, will be able to infult, pillage, and 
diftreſs the country with impunity; and perhaps, 
with the aid of a party here, of whoſe exiſtence, force 
and views ſhe will conſider the ſucceſs of this motion 
as a deciſive proof, to overturn the government, 
revolutionize the country, and place its affairs under 
the countroul of her partizaus and creatures. A 
proſpect ſo alluring will probably induce her to make 
the attempt, as ſoon as ſhe can ſpare a handfu of 


troops, and a few ſhips, for the occaſion. To deter 


ber from ſuch an attempt, under ſuch circumſtances, 
by taking away this alluring proſpect, is, let me 
n the firſt uſe of this army. 

To enable us to reſiſt with more promptneſe, 
a more effe&, if ſhe ſhould reſolve to invade us, 
as the did Egypt, with greater means, and mere 
direct views, is its ſecond uſe. 

Suppoſe Buonapare, or lome of his brother ad- 
venturers, to appear with 40,000 men and 13 fail of 
the line, at the mouth of the Chelapeake as he 
did at the mouth of the Nile, and to make good his 
landing. The caſe fir, let it be remembered, has 
once happened, and may -happen again. Suprote 
it to have happened. Would the army which gen- 
tlemen now propoſe to diſband be of no uſe! Sir, 
they would be of the 'utmolt uſe. Not as ſuperced- 
ing the militia of che country, but as aiding them, 
as being a centre to which they might collect; 
as furniſhing the means of giving them diſcipline 
order and military knowledge. Gentlemen have 
choſen to treat this queſtion, as. it all. who fupport 


1 
| the neceſſity of a e force, or of hat they 
for purpoſes beſt known to themſelves, chuſe to 
deſignate by the odious epithet of a Standing ar- 
my,” were deſirous of diſregarding and diſcrediting the 
militia. 1 bis is one of the expedients whereby po- 
pular odium i is perpetually attempted to be excited. 
But fir, the imputation is unfounded... We think 
highly of the militia; we rely much on ee : We 
know that they are the materials out of which any 
efficient force for the defence of this country, in a 
great ſtruggle, muſt be made; we have no doubt of 
their patriotiſm and eourage: but we know, from 
our own experience and that of other nations, that 
patriotiſm and courage are not enough for ſoldiers, 
that without diſcipline, military ſcience, command 
and ſubordination, they are unavailing in a con- 
teſt with troops. poſſeſſing-thoſe advantages. Ihe 
exploits of militia during the American war are 


often talked ef. I admire them, hir, as much 28s 


any body; bur let it be remembered that thoſe ex- 
ploits were performed near the cloſe, of tlie war, 
when the militia, by flequent and lang ſervice, had 
acquired much of the character of regular 4roaps-; | 
that they were performed by ſhort and ſudden ef-. 
forts, which militis will readily make, and which 
are infinitely different from thoſe long continued 
ſteady exe rtions, thoſe painful, exolutions thoſe 
patient and tedious mancuvres, whereon 
the ſucceſs: of a campaign, and of a war, 
almoſt wholly depepd, and to Which regular 


troops alone are equal; that, in ſine, they a 


were performed by {mall eee eee for the moſt 
part, of two, three, or four hundred men, in a ſort 
of partial, ſkirmiſhing war, where the want of 
diſeipline, military ſubordination, and tactical 
knowledge, 18 infinitely leſs felt, and leſs pernicious, 
than in large armies. Let any man collect together 
an army of even ten thouſand men, where officers 
and privates are deftitute of military habits, mili- 
tary — and — ſubordinationys and 


tw): 


who are pound: to ſervice for only a ſhort ene 
three, four or five months for inſtance ; and let 


him attempt to make a campaign with ſuch an army 


againſt a regular force. He will ſoon find its utter 
inſufficiency. Let him double or treble the num 
ber, as mult be done in cafe of any great exertion, 
and the confuſion will be encreaſed in proportion. 
His troops would be brave, but they would neither 
be patient, nor obedient. They would be willing 
to fight, but anwilling to keep the field. They 
would not fear the enemy, but they would grow 
diſguſted with the flowneſs of the operations, the 
inconveniencies and conftraints of the camp, the 
hardſhips of the military life. And their general 
would be in perpetual danger of their abandoning 
him, to go home, at the very moment, perhaps, 
when the operations of the campaign were moſt 
critical and important. Nay, Sir, their term of 
ſervice muſt always expire, before any great ſcheme 
of military operations could be compleated. 

The conſequences of all this are eaſily foreſeet; 
nor can they be prevented without having, at leaſt, 
a conſiderable portion of regular troops, to give 
conſiſtency to the operations, confidence to the 
militia, diſcipline to the new levies, and ſome de- 
gree of ſtability to an army, a great pat of which 
muſt, from its very Arie, be tubjeQ -V e 
shanges. 

An honourable nude from Virginia (Mr: 
Randolph) in proof the efficiency of militia, has 
adduced the example of the French conſcripts, or 
requifition men, and he tells us that incaſe of a 
war in this country, we alſo muſt have recourle to 
requiſition. If that honorable gentleman by the 
term requifition means no more than a draft of the 
_ militia, for ſhort periods, and according to fome 
rule of rotation, I agree with him that we muſt 
always have ſuch requiſitions, when the militia 
is to be called out. But if he means a French re- 
quiſition, which 1 my ſuppoſe, I then anfwer 
S 
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that the example is worthy of execration and 


aphorrence, not of imitation. I ſay more, Sir, 


that it never can be imitated in this country. 


Fd 


I ſay that the American nation can never be 


forced to ſubmit to ſo horrible a deſpotiſm, as that 


— 


— 


which exiſts in France under the name of a Repub» 


lic, and enforces the requiſitions of that unhappy 


and degraded people. No, Sir, while the free ſpirit 


of this nation, and its ardent attachment to liberty 


fill exiſts, which I hope and believk will always be 


the caſe, a French requiſition can never be enforced 
here; even ſhould that revolutionary ſtate of things, 
which ſome gentlemen ſeem to defire, ever be pro- 


duced. Does that honourable gentleman, Sir, when 


he talks of a French requiſition, and French con- 


{cripts, and recommends them to our future adop- 


tion, know what they are? I am inclined to think 
that he dees not. Let me be permitted to inform 


CY » F 
him. . 


A French requiſitien, Sir, or conſcription, is nei- 


rw 


ther more or Jeſs than a Britiſh impreſſment, about . 
which gentlemen ſometimes declaim with ſuen 


conſcription men of a certain age are firſt taken, 


before thoſe of a more advanced age are touched; 
- thoſe from 18 to 25 for inſtance, are taken before 


thoſe from 25 te 40; whereas m a Britiſh impreſs- 


ment, all men of a certain claſs, that is all feamen, 


are taken, whatever may be their age. With-this 


difference, which is altogether in favour of the im 
preſſment, the two things are preciſely alike. The 


conſcript is ſeized by force, and, if he abſconds, his 


father mother and family are anfwerable for his ap- 
pearance. He is carried hand- cuffed to the army. 


He is put into a re gular regiment, under regular 
officers, ſubje& to military diſcipline of the ſtricteſt 


kind, and obliged to ſerve till the government have 


no further need of him. When the conſeript, or 


the impreſſed ſeaman, once gets into the regiment, 


or on board of the man of war, diſcipline, habit, af 


a 


0 3 ) 
S and eats of aan all hi 
with the ſentiments naturally inſpired by action 


and the Gght of the enemy, to make a ſoldier of one, 
and a gallant tar of the other. This is more eſpe- 


cially the caſe with the Frenchman, whoſe charac- 
teriſtic valeur and military ſpirit are fo univerſally 


known; and who is always taken at the age, moſt 
J fufeeptible of all che een en which 5 to . 


a foldier's breaſt. 


That new levies thus ſele&ed, - dino raiſed; RY 
dipoles of, ſhould ſoon become excellent troops, is 
certainly nothing very wonderful. The wonder is 
that gentlemen ſhould compare ſuchtrotps as the ſe to 


militia drafted m any mode which vr can practice, 


to a body of men called by rotation from their farms 


into the field, to ſerve for a limited and mort peri- 
od, and unde r officers chofen by themſelves, as un- 
acquainted with military matters as they are, as un- 
accuſtomed to fervice, and as impatient to return 


home. Sir, the-confſeripts of France are, to all in- 


tents and purpoſes, regular troops, or a ſtanding ar- 


my, if gentlemen like the phraſe better; for I con- 


tend not about names. They have all the qualities 
and diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of regular troops. 
They are diſperſed into old regiments, among old 


ſoldiers, under regular officers, ſubject to every part 


of military diſcipline; and forced to ferve for an 
unlimited time. The only difference between 
them and every other regular army, is, that inſtead 


of being raiſed by voluntary inliſtnent, „ 


raiſed by arbitrary impreffment. 


Vet this is the made of raiſiag troops which it is 
ſaid that we muſt imitate; and becauſe ſuch troops 
fight and conquer, we are told that we haye no 


need of regular troops, even in caſe of war! 
I muſt here, fir, advert to an argument advanced 


by my honorable friend from Delaware (Mr. Bay- 


ard) which an honorable member from Virginia 


(Mr. Randolph) ſeems to have miſunderſtood. He 


has * my honorable friend as having con 
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ended; that the force in queſtion ought to be kept 
up for the purpoſe of overawing and curbing the 
diſcontents of the people. He is not capable of 
-miſreprefentation : but certainly he has wholly 
miſtaken my honorable ' friend's meaning, Let me 
be permitted Sir, to ſtate the argument as it was 
ſtated and urged by the member from Delaware. 
We are perpetually told that there is no need of 
regular forces, even 1n caſe our quarrel with France 
mould continue; becauſe the militia is the natural 
defence of the country, and a ſufficient de- 
Fence, on which we ought confidently to rely: 
and when we anſwer, what every man of under- 
ſtanding and reflection knows to be®the truth, that 
militia, unleſs aided and ſupported by regular troops, 
are not to be depended on for long con: inued and 
ſyſtematic operations, we are charged, meſt untruly 
no doubt, with wanting confidence in the militia, 
and wiſhing to depreciate their merits and their 
ſervices. ; 8 -reply to theſe charges, my honorable 
friend from Delaware adverted to the unceaſing 
and ſyſtematic efforts which are made to inſpire the 
people of the United States with diſtruſt and ha- 
tred of the adminiſtration ; ts imprint on their minds 
a belief, that the ſyſtem of meaſures purſued by it, 
is calculated and intended, to convert the govern- 
ment into a monarchy ; that ſuch is the wiſh, and 
the conſtant aim, of the executive, and of all thoſe 
individuals who approve and fupport its meaſures, 
including a majority of both houſes of Congreſs; . 
finally that the principles of the adminiftration, as 
well as its meaſures, are hoſtile to republicaniſm. 
He aſked whether thoſe efforts, being conſlantly re- 
peated, and aided, as we know them to be, by every . 
ſpecies and degree of calumny miſrepreſentation & 
falſehood; might not, in certain parts of the country 
at leaſt, be at length ſucceſsful? He aſked whether 
the people, ſome portions of them at leaſt, might not, 
at length, be induced to believe, that thoſe who 
adminiſter the government, & thoſe who ſupport its 
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meaſures; are engaged in a ſcheme for! the ſubverſi- 


on o Republicaniſm, and the introduction of mo- 
näarchy? He aſked where, in ſich a caſey would 
be the f reliance of the government on the efforts of 


thefmilitia? Sir, the queſtion 1 is ſerious and im- 


portant; and I will repeat it. Where will be the 
reliatice of this government on the militia ſor the 


defence of the chuntrv, if che militia, or confidera- 


ble por tions of them, ſhould at lengtk be induced 
by the unceaſing efforts which are mployed, to re- 
gard the government itſelf as their greateſt enemy ? 
Is there no danger that theſe efforts may be ſuc- 


deſsful ! Sir, I truſt that there is not. I have 


al ways relied on the good ſenſe and prudence of the 
American people, and. I have never yet been diſap- 
painted! But when we conſider the greatneſs of 


the efforts, the increaſing z:ab with which they 


are rene wed, the fitematic form which they: have 
affumed, and the bhand}whereby:they' are guided, ca 
we fa that there is nodanger of their ſucceſs? 

1 Apeak not of che army bt befle rs; — 2 


news-Writers, and profligate;{crible:sof every nanſe 


and defcription, that is cantoned regularly through- 


out the United Sꝛates, openiy:Tapported: by a polt- . 
tical party, and employed moſt aſſiduouſſy in car- 


rying on an attack up n he / character, publie and 
private, of all thoſe concerned ingthe àdminiſtration 
of thel government, or known to favour its princi- 
ples. But ſhalt L not ſpea of letter written by a 
perlſon of great name in this: country, in which the 
people of America ace inbormed that “ an àriſto- 


cratico- ang licœ-monarchico- faction has ariſen- A. 


mong us, that this faction includes the executive 
and all perſons employed bytit, the judges, all per- 
ſons in office, of every deſcription, in fine, that whole 
deſcription of meu, im Congreds and out, ho are 
known to be friendly to the adminiſtration of the 


Federal Government; and that the object of wh 


party is to impoſèe on this country the 'substance © 
als Britiſh Government? — not * of 
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of this country againſt the government of the Uni- 


ted States, under the name of inſtructions, where 
the higheſt ſanction is given to the valeſt calumny, 
and the adminiſtration is plainly charged with la- 
-bauring for the introduction of Monarchy ? Shall 
I not ſpeak of anſwers to addrefſss, in which the 
moſt ſcu:rillous abuſe, and the fouleſt landers, are 
poured out upon that whole claſs of citizens who 
think that the government of the United States has 
been well adminiſtered; in which they are ſtigmati ed 


as old tories, apoſtate whigs, Britiſh agents, ſpecu- 


lators, and ſycophants of power? Shall we fay 
that theſe attempts, thus made, are always to be 
without ſucceſs? TI believe, fir, for myſelf, that 
they will. I have a ſtrong reliance on the good 
ſenſe of the nation. I believe that theſe attempts 
will mare the fate of that moſt malignant, but con- 
temptible effort, which was made. ſome time ago, 
from the ſame quarter, to fix the odious appellation 
of Tory, that is, in the com mon acceptatien, of a 
friend to Monarchy and an adherent to Britain, 
on the ſupporters and approvers of the adminiſtra- 
tion, including Waſhington ; to call Waſhington a 
Tory; an attempt which the nation laughed to 
ſcorn, and of which its very authors at laſt grew a 
ſhamed. Theſe attempts, I believe, will ſhare a ſi- 


milar fate in che end. Fhey will finally, I have 


little doubt, draw on their authors the contempt of 
the nation. But this is not certain; and if they 
mould ſucceed, fir, what will be the reſult? Yes, 
fir, if theſe perſons. ſhould at length ſucceed by dint 


vf ealumnies conſtantly repeated, in perſuading the 
__peoplefof America, or even certain portions of them, 


that the executive of the United States, the whole 
adminiſtration, aud a majority of both Houſes of 


' Congreſs, are embarkedin a ſcheme tor the. gradual 


introduction of monarehy, and are puſhing it with 


might and main, at every favourable opportunity, 


and under every plauſible pretext, I a& what reli: 


„ 


ante could be had on the aid of the people, i in refilt- | 


ing invaders who ſhould declare, as the French ne- 
ver fail to do, that they come to reſcue the people 


from beten n to ane eee eli 


bliſh true liberty ? 
I ſay, ſir, & 1 e the opinion on the experience 


of every country, that ſuch parts of the people as 
ſhould be impreſſed with this perſuaſion, mult join 
the invaders inſtead of oppeſing them. For what, 
Sir, did the people. of America formerly take up 


arms, and call in French aid ? It was to ſubvert 
monarchy and refilt the dominior of England. Once 


perſuade them that their own government is a Bri- 
tiſn faction, and aims to introduce monarchy, and 


the ſame principle will induce them again to take 
up arms, and hail the approach of foreign aid. Is 
there no danger of their being thus miſled ? Expe- 


rience, Sir, anſwers, and ſays tha: there is danger. 


What, produced the weſtern inſurrection? The 
calumnies, the miſrepreſentations: the inflammatory 


reſolutions, induſtriouſly circulated on the ſubject 


of the ſtill tax. What raiſed the inſurreQion in 
Northampton? The falſehoods propagated; for 


electioneering purpoſes, on the ſubject of the houſe 


tax. The people were told that the government of 
the United States wiſhed to trample on their liver- 
ties, and to eſtabliſh monarchy, that a landing army 


had been raiſed for that purpoſe, and that the houſe 


tax was laid to ſupport this army. This they were 
made to believe, and they reſolved to reſiſt the tax 
by force. And, Sir, if one portion of the people 


can be brought by artifices of this kind, to take up 


arms againſt the government, might not other por- 
tions be induced, by the ſame artifices, to aid, in- 


ſtead of reſiſting, an invading French army? When 


we ſee theſe artifices practiſed, with encreaſing 
induſtry, and a more extenſive combination, ought 
we not to retain, in caſe our quarrel with France 


ſhould continue, ſome force that may be more per- 


fectly relied on? 55 
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"Stiehs: Sir; was the argument of my bönenr ale 5 


friend from Delaware; which I have been thus par- 
ticular in ſtating, net only becauſe it was miſunder- 
ſtogd by: the honourable member from Virginia, but 
necauſe I think it worthy of moſt ſerieus conſidera- 


wen. I doe indeed truſt, and believe; that theſe 


contemptible and malignant ars Will; in the end, 
recoil; an the heads of their authors; and I am 


firmly perſuaded that, in the mbedirime; they wilt 


produce, at-mott, but ſome partial diſturbances, 
which the pabriotilm and good ſenſe of the neigh- 


. bouring diſtricts will, as er put down with 


aut blood ſhed or painful exertion. But while I en- 
_ tertain this perſuaſion, ſtill it muſt be admitted that 
that there is ſome danger of a contrary reſult. 
Should that danger be realized; ſhould any conſi- 
derable portion of the people at length be made to 
regard their government as the greateſt ene my of 
republicaniſm, and the public good, and of ceurſe, 
to look with favour on an invading French army; 
where. would be the reliance on the militia about 
which ve hear ſo much? Sir, let me e my Wis 


is a molt ſerious queſtion. — 
An honourable' gentleman from . (Mr. 


Randolph) has advanced one reaſon for diſpanding 
the army, on which 1 muſt be allowed to make a 
rewark. He has told us that, in his part of the 
country, the very appearance of thef=- troops excited 
the gall of the people. Sir, I truit that he is under 
a miſtake, We have ſeen that the honorable gen- 
tleman himſelf has no gall. Ihat ſenſe of deco- 
rum, and reſpect for himſelf, which we have ſeen 


him ſo firongly diſplay, has: indeed permitted him | 


to beſtow the harſh and unmerited epithet of Rag- 
gamuffin on the army; but I am perſuaded that 


he did not mean to apply it to the whole army.— 


Some handful: of rectuits, perhaps, whom the 2 8 
nourable gentleman has ſeen lately, cked up in 

town, and not yet clothed or driilec, ay have fog: 
geſted the term to his mind, and in the warmth of 


** 
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debate he has applied it in a manner more extenſive 
than he intended. But even admitting that the 
army were raggamuſſins, Sir, how could they ex- 
cite the gall of the honorable gentleman's neigh- 
bours, or of himſelf! They ought to excite com- 
paſſion, and not gall. Congreſs that voted them, 
or the adminiſtration that raiſed them, might excite 
gall, but as for them, they did only their duty, and 
no part of the gall could fall on them. Inſtead of 
finding abuſe and exciting gall, they would, I am 
perſuaded, receive hoſpitality. and kindneſs in the 
houſes of that honorable gentleman and his neigh- 
bours. If really in the ſituation ef raggamuffins, 
they would molt probably be clothed, as well as fed, 
ſhould they fall in the way of the honorable gen 
tleman and his friends. He is therefore miſtaken 
in the fact from which he adduces a reaſon for the 
difbandment of the army. His friends from Penn- 
ſylvania and Virginia (Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Ni- 
cholas) have afligned a much better reaſon for 
making the attempt at this ime. They have told 
us that they are anxious to get the army di ſband- 
ed during the pendency of the negociation, leſt 
after its failure the public ſpirit ſhould be ſo rouſed, 
and the ſenſe of danger become ſo general and 
ſtrong, as to render the diſbandment impoffible.— 
Sir, they are in the right. If the negociation 
ſhould ſucceed, the army will be diſbanded of courſe. 
If it ſhould fail, I do believe that the public mind 
would not bear ſuch a motion as this. The ſenſe 
of this country never would tolerate an attempt ts 
diſarm the gevernment in the midſt of a war againſt 
France. The gentlemen. therefore act wiſely ts 
make the attempt now, when there is ſome chance 
of lulling the Legiſlature and the country into à 
falſe ſecurity. And this, and not the Gall of the 
honourable gentleman and his neighbours, is the 
true reaſon why the meaſure is prefſed at this mo- 
ment. The honourable mover himſelf (Mr. Ni. 
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cholas) with a candeur which I always wins in 


his character, has avowed the mot ive; and in this | 


inſtance, his prudence is equal to his candour. 
Give me leave now, Mr, Chairman, to make ſome 
few concluding remarks on t he financial part of this 


queſtion, which has been ſo muck dyelt on . the | 


ſupporters of the motion. 
Much, fir, has been ſaid of the after tin our re- 
venue. Much has been ſaid of the alarming ſtate 
of our finances, which, according to ſome gentle. 
men, preſent an appearance more alarming than 
has ever heen exhibited by the fiſcal affairs of any 
other nation. Laſt year having occaſion to prepare 
for war, we were forced to expend five millions 
more than the product of our taxes; and thisſum we 
borrowed. Being compelled to continue thoſe pre- 
Parations till we know the ſucceſs of the negocia- 
tion with France, we ſhall have occafion for ano- 
ther loan this year, becauſe our expences will (till 
exceed our revenue, while we remain in a warlike 
attitude. This exceſs gentlemen calculate, very 
erroneouſly indeed, as will ſeen appear, at-five* mil- 
lions for the preſent year; and they call it a deficrr. 
What, they exclaim, a deficit of five millions, upon 
a revenue of nine ! Was ſuch 2 thing en ever heard of 
before! 

Sir, when gentlemen alarm themfe] ves ts, they 
miſtake the meaning of the word © deficit.“ If they 
will permit me, I will give them an explanation of 

it. The word “ deficit,“ Sir, does not mean the 
extraordinary expences which a nation is forced to 
incur by a ſtate of war or of preparation. Theſe 
extraordinary expences always are, and muſt be, 
far beyod the revenue of every nation. The-war 
expences of England, for inſtance, have ſometimes 
amounted to thirty millions, when her revenue was 
only ſixteen. The ſame thing, and in a much greater 
degree, may be ſaid of the war expences of France. 
But the word Deficit, which was invented, or bro't 


into uſe, by Mr. Neckar, applies, excluſively, to 


2 


mount, for this years to 


©, 


times of peace, and fignifies A deficiency in the 
revenue from taxes, to meet the ordinary and per 
manent expences of the government. This was 


the deficit in the French finances, which brought on 
the French revolution; and 4{uch a deficit muſt def- 
troy every Government where it exiſts, unleſs it be 
cured by new taxes. But we, Sir, hrve no Deficit. 
When we were. forced by the injuſtice of France 
into war preparatiens, we were ſo K r from a Deficit, 
that we had a clear ſurplus of a million. The mo- 
ment peace is made and we can lay down our war 
preparations, we ſhall again have a gp end, to be 
applied to the extinguiſhment of the 


thoſe preparations continue, our preſent taxes, with 
perhaps ſome ſmall additions, will defray our ordi- 


' nary expences, and ſupply a fund for the intereft of 


the loans which we may be compelled to make. To 


talk of a Deficit, Sir, in ſuch a ſtate of things, | is to 
be guilty of an abuſe ef words. 


Having corre cted this miſtake, Lwill now preſent 
the committee, Sir, with a ſhort view of our expen- 


diture and revenue for the preſent year, and of the 


amount which our war preparations vill compel us 


to provide for by a loan. As the returns are not 
vet cample te, this ſtatement will not be perfect. 


Some items will be omitted on both ſides of the 


; account, but in the main, it may be relied on for 4 
: general reſult. 


2 Dollars. , 
The intereft of the old debt of every | 


. deſcription, with the ſums applied annu- 
ally for its extinguiſhment, amounts, for „„ 
this year, to | 4,215,981 


The intereſt on the 8 per cent. new. 


„ 400, 000 


The expences of the army, navy, and 


5 civil lig, as eſtimated in the late report 


3 


from the Secretary of the Treafus bs : 
141362923 
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ebt which 
thoſe preparations may oblige us to contract. While 
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The extrabfeihary expences of foreign 
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intercourſe, Indians and Algerines 80,000 

n inſtallment due to the Bank e er 

year. ER: * 206,000 
Total amount 13 5,078,904 


To meet which we have the following Venues 2 
The import and tonnage duties, ta. 
ken at the actual produẽt of the laft year, 


W 


which was e 9257 400000 


The internal revenues, including the a, 
ſtamp duties, | 
Certain ſmall revenues, ariſing From 99 2 


_ poſtage, dividends of Bank Stock, coin- 
gage, &c. COR LT 


The direct tax of two millions, the 


be placed to the credit of this year's re- 
venue; and amounts to 


i 


FO Ts. Giving a total ef 


a oh 
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whole of which will not be collected in 
the courſe of this year, butmay be brought 
into the treaſury by a temporary loan 
in anticipation ;. Which the Prefident 1 ** 
authorized to make by former laws, a 
wbick will be repaid out of the tax when 
collected. The whole tax may therefore 


2 2,000,000 
F "_ 


9,300 00⁰ 


ö chich being deducked from the e amount of 


expence, ordinary and extraordinary, leaves a' bal- 
lance of 3,778 2904 dollars, to be pro vided kor ny 2 


"Suppoſe we ſay four millions, Sir ; how ibechlide. 
fable is the expenſe compared with the object, and 
vith the reſources of this country! The object is to 


defend our rights, and our national Honour, = * 
is above price; to protect our flag and ſecure 

fruits öf their induſtry and enterpiſe, to our r 
of all claſſes and deſcriptions. What, Sir, are our 
resources? Let us look upon our revenue from ifnports 


and tonnage, 'W 


hich are bottomed o on the conſump- 
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tien of the country, and muſt encreaſe pri 


creaſe progreſſively 
with that conſumption. The conſumption ef the 
country, in its turn; muſt increaſe with the increaſ- 
ing population and wealth of the country. The im- 
poſt and tonnage duties, therefore, may be taken as 
a juſt criterion of the augmentation of our reſources. 
In 17955 "thoſe duties produced 5, 500, oo0 Dollars. 
In 1799; notwithſtanding the intermediate loſſes 
which our commerce ſuſtamned from events growing 
out 6f the wir, the fame duties, with Tome ſmall ad- 
ditions, by no means commenſurate with the loſſes 
alluded to, produced 6,400,000. Tn ſome of the in- 
termediate years, the product was much higher. In 
1797, it roſe to 7,500,000 Dollars; and as the cauſes _ 
which have produced a diminution fince that year = 
are of a temporary nature, it may be expected very 1 
Toon to regain that height. But take the two ex- I» 
treme points of 1795, and 1799, and we find thatin _ t IF 
this mort ſpace, only five years incluſive, and five ' 2 
years of war, tboſe duties have encreaſed from 5,500,- | 1 
ooo dollars, to 6,400,000, Which is one-fifth, or — 1 
twenty per cent. on the whole amount. With a 
revenue encreaſing in this manner, and à population 
which according to the beſt calculations, doubles it- 
ſelf in twenty-five years, are we, Sir, to fear the in- 
_ curring of a debt of a few millions for the defence of 
the country? When this encreaſing revenue, too, : 
ariſes from taxes the lighteſt that are paid by any _ + 
people on earth? Our revenue, including the direct 1 
tax, amounts to about nine and an half millions of r 
dollars. Our population, moſt probably, amounts to 5 
fix millions of fouls, which is leſs than one dollar : 
and two thirds for each ſoul. The population of | 
GBGBreat Britain may be about twelve millions of ſouls. 


Her permanent taxes, before the preſent tak of ten 


| 

= | 

| | millions on income, 'amounted, as nearly as I can 

now recellect, to upwards of ſixteen millions ſterling; 

; which is nearly, or quite fix dollars for every ſoul. 1 
And yet theſe taxes England pays with caſe, and ber 
S people are proſperous and happy. Their very ability _—_— 
3 | | | 4 . _— 
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to pay ſuch immenſe taxes, with a late addition. of 


ten millions ſterling on income, and a permanent ad- 
dition of two millions ſterling, an pariſh rates for the 
' ſupport of the poor, is an ample and undeniable proof 


of their flouriſhing and happy condition. Such ſums 
cannot be paid in 2 country where the people are mi- 
ſerable and oppreſſed. De ſpotiſm could not extort 
them, even if armed with all the apparatus, of a 
French revolutionary government; fer they can only 


be produced by a protected and proſperous induſtry. 


There are other proofs in.abundances They are to 


be found in the vaſt extent of agricultural improve- 
ment, in the increaſe of product from every great 
branch of national induſtry; in the immenſe ſums- 
expended annually on canals, and other publick works 


def a beneficial nature. 


And with this example before us, Sir, ſhall we 
ſay that we cannot afford money for our own defence? 
Sir, we never need be, and I am perſuaded never ſhall 
be, taxed as the Engliſh are. A very great portion 
of their permanent burdens, ariſes from the intereſt. of 
a debt which her government, moſt unwiſely, ſuffered 
to accumulate almoſt a century, without one ſerious 
effort, or ſyſtematic plan, for its reduction, Her pre- 
ſent miniſter, at the commencement of his adminiſtra- 
tion in 1783, eſtabliſhed a permanent ſinking fund, 


which now produces very great effects, and introduced 


2 maxim of infinite importance in finance, which he 


has steadily adheredto, that whenever a new loan is 
made, the means ſhall be provided, not only of 


paying the intereſt, but of effecting a gradual 
e map of the principal. Had theſe 

two ideas been adopted, and practiſed upon, at the 
beginning of the century which we have juſt ſeen 

cloſe, England might have expended as much money 
as ſhe has expended, and not owed, at this moment, 
a ſhilling of debt, except that contracted in the pre- 
ſent war. Theſe ideas, profiting by the example of 
England, we have adopted, and are now practiſing 


en. We have provided a fund, which is now in con- 
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ſtant operation, for the extinguiſhment of our debt. 
This fund will extinguiſh the foreign debt in nine 


years from now, and the ſix per cent, a large part of 
one domeſtic debt, in eighteen years. If, as. 1 truſt a 


we ſhall, we adhere to this plan, and whenever we 
are compelled, by the exigency of our affairs, to 


make a loan, make proviſion alſo for its timely extin- 


guiſhment we may always avoid an inconvenient - or 
burdenſome accumulation of debt. We may gather all 
the roſes of the funding ſyſtem, without its thorns. 
Leet us ſuppoſe, Sir, the worſt that can hapen. 
Let us ſuppoſe that we ſhall be compelled to con- 


tinue our defenſive preparations, our preſent warlike 


attitude, for four years longer; and to borrow in each 
of thoſe years, as much as we want for the preſent, 


that is four millions of dollars. This will be ſixteen 


millions; and added to the laſt year's loan, would, 
produce a debt of twenty-one millions. Suppoſe 
what I think hardly propable, that we ſhould be for 
ced to make all theſe loans at 8 per cent. The whole 
amount of intereſt would be ſomething leſs than ſe- 
venteen hundred thouſand dollars. Add five hundred 
thouſand, as a ſinking fund for the extiguiſhment of 
the debt, which that ſuui would effect in ahout {ix- 


teen or ſeventeen years, and it would produce an 


annual charge on the people of the United States, 
thus encreaſing in population wealth and revenue, of 
two millions two hundred thouſand dollars, for about 


fixteen years. And this would be the price at which 


they would buy the honour and ſafety of their coun- 
try, the protection of their flag, and the ſecurity of 
their national rights! Would they grudge.the price 


for ſuch a purchaſe? Sir, I will not diſhonour them 


by admitting the ſuppofition- . 

I have gone thus far Mr. Chairman, into the con- 
ſideration of the ſubje& in a financial view, in order 
to take off the falſe and dangerous alarm, which gene- 
ral declamations about the augmen tation of pnblie 
debt, the encreaſe and weight of taxes, and the ex- 
penſe of defenfive eſtabliſnments, are calculated to 
produce. I will now cloſe this long, and, I fear tedi- 


. 
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ous diſcuſſion, by repeating a maxim advanced, under 
circumſtances nearly fimilar, in another country, by 
one of the greateſt ſtateſmen” that has ever adorned 

the world; a maxim which can never bebo often 
repeated, or too deeply imprefied on the minds of thofe 
who are called to the direction of public affairs. « A 
nation which forbears to defend itfelf, through fear 


of expence, bribes its neighbours, with its on me- 


ney, to attack and deſtroy it.“ Under the impreffion 


of this wife maxim, I cannot but flatter myſelf rhat 
the committee will vote on the reſolutino no on your 


table. 
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